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is why the composition of these mi-
grants has changed so much over the 
years from single adults to children 
and to families. 

In April, 68 percent of those appre-
hended were either families or unac-
companied children. This has put the 
Border Patrol in a very awkward posi-
tion. Chief Provost noticed that her 
agents were spending now about 40 per-
cent of their time processing migrants 
and providing care and transportation. 
She had a picture—a chart—that she 
demonstrated with a Border Patrol 
agent nursing a baby with a bottle and 
another Border Patrol agent cradling 
an infant in his arms. In other words, 
instead of being on the frontlines 
against illegal drugs coming across our 
border—which contributed to the 
deaths of 70,000 Americans last year 
alone and where 90 percent of the her-
oin and synthetic opioids known as 
fentanyl come principally from Mex-
ico—instead of fighting that scourge 
and stopping that poison from coming 
into the United States, our Border Pa-
trol has now been diverted to being, es-
sentially, a childcare center handing 
out juice boxes and diapers. They 
aren’t processing or stopping illegal 
immigrants or the human traffickers. 

Trying to deal with these record high 
numbers, we know that the numbers of 
people coming across are far exceeding 
the resources available for the Border 
Patrol. With so many more people to 
process and more manpower needed, 
the Border Patrol has been taken off 
the line, leaving areas of the border 
vulnerable to exploitation by human 
smugglers and drug cartels. 

Think about it. If you are a leader of 
a drug cartel trying to move heroin, 
methamphetamine, fentanyl, or other 
illegal drugs into the United States, 
why wouldn’t you try to flood the Bor-
der Patrol with children and families 
so they would be taken off the line and 
distracted to take care of these indi-
viduals, as opposed to stopping those 
drugs? Of course, this is part of a larger 
plan. 

Unfortunately, the Congress is doing 
little, if anything, about it. I don’t 
think it takes an expert to see that 
things are bad, and I hope my col-
leagues can recognize that we need to 
act before they get worse. This is a 
problem that the President can’t solve 
on his own and the Border Patrol can’t 
solve on its own. This is about the 
legal authorities that the U.S. Govern-
ment has to deal with this chaos and 
this humanitarian crisis at our own 
border. It takes a change in laws 
passed by Congress. So we must act on 
a bipartisan and bicameral basis to re-
spond or this is going to get worse and 
worse. 

Yesterday Chief Provost compared 
the current situation to holding a 
bucket under a faucet. It doesn’t mat-
ter how many buckets you have if you 
never turn the water off. Well, that is 
what we need to do—stop the flow of 
people trying to enter our country ille-
gally. 

Last week, Congressman HENRY 
CUELLAR—my friend, a Democrat from 
Laredo, TX—and I introduced a bill 
called the HUMANE Act, which would 
at least slow that faucet to a drip and 
provide serious relief for the personnel 
who serve along the border. It focuses 
on the problems posed by high numbers 
of unaccompanied children and fami-
lies, whom we do not have the capacity 
to adequately care for. It requires the 
Department of Homeland Security to 
keep families together through court 
proceedings—something we all should 
agree to—and provides safeguards to 
prevent children from being placed in 
the custody of dangerous individuals— 
sex offenders, human traffickers, and 
the like. 

It also requires the Department of 
Homeland Security to establish re-
gional processing centers in high traf-
fic areas and to improve the processing 
of humanitarian relief claims by re-
quiring those to be processed at ports 
of entry. 

Finally, it mandates the hiring of 600 
new CBP personnel to alleviate the per-
sonnel strain and get more of these 
highly trained men and women back on 
the frontlines. I hope we will have the 
opportunity to review this legislation 
soon in the Judiciary Committee. 
Chairman GRAHAM has told me he is 
willing to do that, and I hope our 
friends in the House will take it up 
soon. 

America would never think of send-
ing our men and women in the military 
to war without providing them the 
training, the equipment, and the sup-
port they need in order to fight and 
win our Nation’s wars. Yet somehow we 
have sent the Border Patrol into a bat-
tle that is designed for failure. They 
simply don’t have the numbers. They 
don’t have the resources. We don’t have 
the facilities in order to deal with this. 
We can’t just try to staunch the flow 
while it gets worse and worse and 
worse and worse. Instead of putting an-
other bucket under the faucet as it 
runs wide open, we need to turn that 
faucet off, and the only way we can do 
that is by Congress acting. It is on us, 
and we must act and act soon. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Virginia. 
PUBLIC SERVICE RECOGNITION WEEK 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I rise 
in celebration of Public Service Rec-
ognition Week, a time to honor public 
servants at all levels of government for 
their dedication and outstanding serv-
ice to this Nation. Since 2010, I have 
taken to the Senate floor to honor our 
particularly noteworthy government 
employees—a tradition that was first 
begun by my good friend Senator Ted 
Kaufman. 

Today and during this week, I would 
like to continue this tradition by high-
lighting the contributions of three Vir-
ginians who have worked tirelessly to 
improve the functioning of our govern-
ment and advance America’s interests 
at home and abroad. 

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL KOZAK 
Mr. President, I would like to first 

recognize Ambassador Michael Kozak 
from Arlington. Ambassador Kozak 
currently serves as Senior Bureau Offi-
cial at the State Department’s Bureau 
of Democracy, Human Rights, and 
Labor. When I first read this, I did a 
double-take because Ambassador 
Kozak’s remarkable career at State 
spans 47 years and nine Presidents. 

Throughout his accomplished career, 
Ambassador Kozak has been a steadfast 
advocate for democracy and human 
rights abroad, serving at the forefront 
of many historical negotiations. Dur-
ing the seventies and eighties, he 
played a key role in negotiating the 
Panama Canal and Egypt-Israel peace 
treaties. In the 1990s, as chief of mis-
sion in Havana, he led the talks with 
senior officials from Fidel Castro’s re-
gime in Cuba before his appointment as 
Ambassador to Belarus. 

Throughout his career, Ambassador 
Kozak has worked to combat anti-Sem-
itism and promote human rights, and 
his work has been instrumental to pro-
moting global peace and U.S. interests 
abroad. 

Thank you, Ambassador Kozak. 
TRIBUTE TO KARA DE CASTRO 

Mr. President, next I would like to 
recognize Kara De Castro from 
Haymarket, VA. Through her work at 
the National Nuclear Security Admin-
istration, Ms. De Castro has led crucial 
programs to reduce one of our Nation’s 
most significant national security 
threats—nuclear proliferation. Ms. De 
Castro has been instrumental in devel-
oping a ‘‘nuclear security culture’’ that 
is focused on the proper handling and 
use of nuclear materials. She is an 
Army veteran, and the Russian lan-
guage training she received in the mili-
tary has been put to good use through 
her work in the former Soviet Union. 
These efforts have led to the down-
grading of 17 metric tons of highly en-
riched uranium, the equivalent of 446 
nuclear weapons. 

I thank Ms. De Castro for making the 
world a safer place. 

TRIBUTE TO JOHN WAGNER 
Finally, Mr. President, I want to rec-

ognize John Wagner from Ashburn, 
who serves as Deputy Executive Assist-
ant Commissioner of the U.S. Customs 
and Border Protection. For those of 
you who might actually follow some of 
this and are keeping score at home, 
John’s name might sound familiar. He 
has been recognized before, including 
by me on this floor, for strengthening 
the passport control process through 
the Global Entry Trusted Traveler Pro-
gram and the Automated Passport Con-
trol Program, which are widely famil-
iar to many international travelers. 
That alone would have been enough to 
gain recognition and be good enough 
for a whole career. 

Since then, John has spearheaded fa-
cial recognition systems at several 
major U.S. airports, which offer a fast 
and paperless method of screening in-
coming and outgoing travelers. To 
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date, the software has identified 45 
fraudulent travel documents and ap-
proximately 7,000 visa overstays. 

These innovative processes conceived 
by Mr. Wagner have increased the effi-
ciency, minimized costs, and allowed 
CBP officers to focus on keeping our 
country safe. 

I hope my colleagues will join me in 
congratulating Ambassador Kozak, Ms. 
De Castro, and Mr. Wagner and thank-
ing them for their great work. 

FEDERAL WORKERS 

In closing, Mr. President, I am going 
to say a few words about the way our 
Federal workers have been treated, un-
fortunately, during this administra-
tion. The truth is, the service of Fed-
eral workers like Ambassador Kozak, 
Ms. De Castro, and Mr. Wagner have 
not been honored by the President. In-
stead of appreciation, our Federal em-
ployees have too often faced complete 
disrespect in the form of pay freezes, 
hostile Executive orders, and of course 
the President’s own disastrous govern-
ment shutdown. During that 35-day, 
self-inflicted crisis, thousands of Fed-
eral workers went without pay. It is 
true that after we reopened they got 
that backpay, but during that tenure 
when they couldn’t make their bills, 
oftentimes folks had to get out of 
daycare and couldn’t get to the doctor. 
The stories we heard were remarkable. 
One survey found that more than half 
of all Federal workers dipped into sav-
ings to make ends meet. Those who 
weren’t furloughed workers worked 
long hours in stressful and thinly 
staffed circumstances for weeks on end. 

Candidly, I fear that the President’s 
efforts to antagonize the Federal work-
force is discouraging the best and 
brightest from serving in our govern-
ment—at a time when nearly one-third 
of our Federal workers are nearing re-
tirement age. This is wrong; it is 
unsustainable; and as a former CEO, 
these are just not good business prac-
tices, as well as the taxpayers will suf-
fer from the consequences of this Presi-
dent’s actions. 

Our public servants are not bar-
gaining chips. They are not faceless bu-
reaucrats. They are our fellow Ameri-
cans who dedicate their lives to serving 
their country, to protecting its people, 
and to making sure our tax dollars are 
properly spent. 

Finally, I want to say, again, thank 
you to all our Federal workers. You de-
serve much better than what you have 
had the last couple of years. I will con-
tinue fighting in the Senate to protect 
your pay, your benefits, and your abil-
ity to continue to focus on what you 
signed up for—serving our country and 
its people. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. All 

postcloture time is expired. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Park nomina-
tion? 

Mrs. HYDE-SMITH. Mr. President, I 
ask for the yeas and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. THUNE. The following Senator is 

necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Kansas (Mr. MORAN). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET), 
the Senator from New Jersey (Mr. 
BOOKER), the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN), the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Ms. HARRIS), the Senator from 
Arizona (Ms. SINEMA), and the Senator 
from New Mexico (Mr. UDALL) are nec-
essarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 52, 
nays 41, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 106 Ex.] 

YEAS—52 

Alexander 
Barrasso 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Braun 
Burr 
Capito 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Cornyn 
Cotton 
Cramer 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Enzi 
Ernst 

Fischer 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hawley 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Kennedy 
Lankford 
Lee 
McConnell 
McSally 
Murkowski 
Paul 
Perdue 

Portman 
Risch 
Roberts 
Romney 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Scott (FL) 
Scott (SC) 
Shelby 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—41 

Baldwin 
Blumenthal 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Carper 
Casey 
Coons 
Cortez Masto 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Feinstein 
Gillibrand 
Hassan 
Heinrich 

Hirono 
Jones 
Kaine 
King 
Klobuchar 
Leahy 
Manchin 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Murphy 
Murray 
Peters 
Reed 

Rosen 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Shaheen 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wyden 

NOT VOTING—7 

Bennet 
Booker 
Cardin 

Harris 
Moran 
Sinema 

Udall 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 25. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

Michael J. Truncale, of Texas, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Eastern District of Texas. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Michael J. Truncale, of Texas, to 
be United States District Judge for the East-
ern District of Texas. 

Mitch McConnell, Johnny Isakson, Roger 
F. Wicker, John Boozman, John Cor-
nyn, Mike Crapo, Shelley Moore Cap-
ito, Pat Roberts, Roy Blunt, Deb Fisch-
er, David Perdue, Todd Young, John 
Thune, Mike Rounds, Steve Daines, 
John Hoeven, Thom Tillis. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 202. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

Kenneth Kiyul Lee, of California, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Ninth Circuit. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Kenneth Kiyul Lee, of California, 
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